I 


H The Journey by Night to Al-Masjid Al- 
’Aasa, and his Ascent to the,Seven Heavens 

The Glorious Qur’an inctudes ttyo references to Ali» 
taking His slave Muhammad (bpbuh) for a joumey by night 
from Al-Masjid Al-Haram at Maldeah to A!-MasjmA!-A^ 
in Jerusalem, in addition to one reference to the Prophet ® 
ascension to the heavens, and what Allah (Glsrified Be> He) 
showed him of His Signs during thisjoumey. Followmg are 

tT’lI'otorified (and Exa!ted) be He, (Allah) [above si that 
, ' in thev associate with Him] Who took His slave 

(Muhammad bpbuh) for- a joumey by night from 

Al-Haram (at Makkah) to Al-Masj.id Al- & 

Jerusalem), the neighborhood whereof We havs bles^l, in 
order that We might show him (Muhammad bpbuh) of Om 
‘Ayat (proofs, evidence, lessons, signs, etc,). 

17:60. And (remember) when We told you: Verily. Your 
Lord has encompassed mankind (i.e. they are m His Grip). 
And We made not the vision which we showed you (O 
..Muhammad as an actual eye-witness and not as a dieam on 
the night of Al- 'Isri ' but a trial for mankmd. 
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Then we ascended to the sixth heaven and again the same 
auestions and answsrs were exchanged as in is prcvio 
heavens There I met and greeted Musa (Moses) who said, 
‘You a^e welcome, O brother and a Prophet.’ When I 
proceeded on, he started weeping and on bemg asked why he 
was weeping, he said, ‘O Lord! followers of this youth who 
w « sent after me will enter Paradise in greater number than 
my followers.’ Then we ascended to the sej^heaven and 
again the same questions and answers were exchanged asin 
the previous heavens. There I met and fgeeted Abraham, who 
said ‘You are welcome, .0 son and a Prophet. Then I was 

about it and he said, ‘This is Al-Bayl Al-Ma fma 
70,000 angels perfortn prayers daily; and when they lea 
thev never retum to it (but always a fresh batch comes mto it 
daily).’ Then I was shown Sidrat-id MuntcM (U.the lote- 
tree of the utmost boundary over the seventh heaven^ and I 
saw its Nabq fruits which resembled the olay jugs of Hajar (a 
town in Arabia), and its leaves were like the ears of elephants, 
and four rivers originated at its root: two of them were 
apparent and two were hidden. I asked Jibril about those 
rivers and he said, ‘The two hidden rivers are in Paradise and 
the apparent ones are the Nile and the Eu».’ Then My 
prayers were enjoined on me. I tas&aMW Imet Mtefi 
'&ho asked me, ‘What have you done? 1 said, Eifty pra>ers 
have been enjoined on me.’ He said, ‘I know the peofile bettw 
than you, because I had the hardest experience to bnng Bani 
’Isrd’il to obedience. Your followers oannot put up with such 
obligation. So, retum to your Lord and request Him (to 
reduce the number of prayers).’ I retumed and requestod 
Allah (for reduction) and He raade it forty. I retan^ »d 
[met Mflsaj and had a similar discussion, and thenretumed 
again to Allah for reduction and He tnade it thirty then 
S then ten; and then Ia» to Musa! who repeated the 
same advice. Ultimately A.tlH reduced it to tive. 
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